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1. INTRODUCTION

The word guilds or sanauf is the plural of senf and has both a lexical and a technical meaning. Lexically, it
means “kind, type, category, class (lit.).” Essentially, a guild is a group of individuals active in a specific field-a
non-profit and non-political association formed within the framework of the law and at the societal level with
objectives such as safeguarding the legitimate rights and interests of its members (including workers, employ-
ees, employers, and generally all working individuals) and protecting consumers of the outcomes of production,
services, distribution, and technical services; their common point is their shared activity. The guild system is a
set of rules and regulations (and a collection of individuals) that define the duties, limits, and rights of individuals
and guild units, as well as the structure of guild organization formations and other related matters. One institu-
tion that has long functioned both as an entity seeking independence from the government and as a powerful
and capable tool for the government to perform regulation more effectively is the “guild system.” The degree of
independence of guilds from the government and the granting of decision-making, supervisory, and regulatory
authority to this institution are among the most significant debatable challenges in analyzing the guild system
as a self-regulatory institution. Criminal policy is a branch of criminal sciences that has received increased at-
tention from researchers in recent decades. By the end of the twentieth century, approximately two centuries
after Feuerbach, criminal policy came to encompass “all (criminal and non-criminal) measures and preventive
strategies that the state and civil society, independently or through spontaneous or organized mutual par-
ticipation, adopt and implement within various procedural frameworks to confront criminal, administrative,
disciplinary, regulatory offenses, etc. (criminality), as well as to prevent them and non-normative acts and be-
haviors (social deviances).” One manifestation of the participation of civil institutions in Iran’s legal system is the
involvement of guilds in resolving disputes among individuals concerning specific matters. Popular associations
in civil society are considered the most important link connecting the government and various segments of the
people; therefore, the participation of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in the criminal justice process

is one of the legislature’s objectives in this area and part of participatory criminal policy. Good governance, as
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the most important and appropriate method of governance, is a topic that has recently garnered attention in

academic and scholarly circles. The most crucial component of this governance method is the interaction and
involvement of civil and guild actors in decision-making and national management, viewing these actors as
complements and collaborators for the government. Thus, governance can be used in various concepts such as
participatory governance, international governance, national governance, and local government, and it includes
those formal and informal actors involved in the decision-making process who pursue the implementation of
planned programs by governmental and non-governmental structures to achieve specific objectives. Undoubt-
edly, political systems establish appropriate structures within the framework of criminal policy based on their
institutionalized worldview and value approach; accordingly, the formation of different models of criminal pol-
icy in countries and crime prevention strategies-which are influenced by the prevailing governance structure
and the ideology dominant in society-are adopted by the authorities and usually change relatively or absolutely
over time. Since the humanities deal with the realm of conventional constructs, and the course of developments
is shaped by spatiotemporal requirements across the world, it can be acknowledged that the mixed model of
criminal policy presents a novel modeling in the field of criminal policy. Although reference models of criminal
policy still hold an unparalleled position in deepening the literature of this field and the realm of studies and
analysis, in the early decades of the third millennium, the mixed model of criminal policy, by remedying the
potential deficiencies of each model, has achieved diversity and breadth of variables and alternative relation-
ships. By lacking centralization in a single model, it places various patterns in the realms of criminalization and
response-setting-which will exist among other models-before the authorities of criminal policy.

On one hand, the importance of examining the role of guilds in organizing relations between the people and
the market, and on the other hand, regulation in the realm of relations between the government, economic in-
stitutions, and the people, necessitates comprehensive research in this field. In this paper, we aim to adequately
address this concern. The expected outcome and result of this research is to obtain the justificatory foundations
for the participation of guilds in Iran’s criminal policy, explain the challenges arising from this, and present it
within the framework of one of the models of criminal policy. Accordingly, we will proceed to explain the foun-
dations of guild participation, justify the participation of this civil institution in Iran’s criminal policy based on
the mixed model of criminal policy, and finally, outline the challenges ahead.

The research method of this article is descriptive-analytical, using library resources and in-depth interviews
with four randomly selected officials from the Yasuj Guild Administration Office. It is worth noting that face-to-
face interviews were conducted with them, and the data they provided were then implemented in the relevant
sections of the article. The questions of this paper are: What is the place of guild participation in Iran’s criminal
policy? In which areas lie the challenges of utilizing the capacities of guilds? Understanding the place of partici-
pation is contingent upon explaining the foundations and also the scope of guild participation in criminal policy

and the challenges pertaining to this important matter.

2. PURPOSE

The purpose of this article is to explain the position of guilds as one of the civil and people-oriented institu-
tions in Iran’s criminal policy and the role that this civil institution can play in regulating the relations between
the government and the people, as well as the relationship between guilds and the people in economic affairs,
especially the market. In addition, explaining the role of guilds in preventing crime in society and assisting the
judicial system and other competent institutions in relation to the market and economic affairs that are working
to organize the affairs of society is also another goal of this article. Other objectives of this research include ex-

plaining the principles of guilds’ involvement as a peace-oriented institution in Iran’s criminal policy, examining
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the role of this civil institution in guiding disputes between businessmen and the public towards non-judicial
proceedings, examining the types of crime prevention, including primary, secondary, and tertiary prevention,
and the role of guilds in preventing potential crimes, explaining the benefits of this civil institution’s involve-
ment in reducing the burden of responsibilities of the judicial system and economic institutions, and describing
the challenges facing guilds in the areas of government structure and governance, policymaking, and executive

action, which can effectively be the source of judicial, economic, and social changes in society in various fields.

3. METHODOLOGY

In this research, with a focus on written works—including books, articles, and legal documents encompassing
the Constitution, laws enacted by Parliament, and other regulations and decisions issued as subordinate legisla-
tion—the descriptive-analytical research approach was selected. Utilizing the aforementioned research instru-

ments, these sources were analyzed.

4. FINDINGS

The position of social institutions in resolving disputes between individuals in society is very decisive and in
many ways benefits the society and the judicial system. In this article, we seek to explain the role of guilds as
a manifestation of a peace-oriented social institution and also describe the challenges of utilizing the capaci-
ties of this institution in Iranian criminal policy, which play a role in this area as a solution to conflicts between
two guilds or people against one guild. The main results of this article show that the most important principles
justifying the participation of guilds in Iranian criminal policy are based on the manifestations of people-ori-
ented criminal policy, which include the duty of the community to create peace and reconciliation and resolve
disputes through peaceful means, non-criminal public supervision and care, and helping individuals to resolve
conflicts between their peers with a benevolent approach. In addition, other principles can be mentioned, such
as preventing unfair labeling of individuals, reducing the costs of the judicial system, and reducing the burden
on the criminal justice system. The role of guilds in criminal policy is reflected in the field of crime prevention.
This role is played in the field of prior or non-criminal prevention and in the form of situation-based, social, and
participatory prevention, and in addition, in the capacity of posterior or criminal prevention and in partner-
ship with the criminal justice institution. This enhanced role of guilds as a peace-oriented civil institution has
positive results, including non-criminal prevention and decriminalization in the structure of the Iranian legal
system and helping economic institutions organize the relations between business and the public in the field of
economic relations.

5. CONCLUSION

The role and position of civil society in criminal policy is a serious and important role, such that the existence of
such an intervention by civil society (here guilds) can, on the one hand, reduce the burden of the judicial system,
and on the other hand, prevent individuals from entering the court proceedings and ending their disputes with
peace and reconciliation. It is clear that the entry and intervention of civil society in this regard is due to the
sense of responsibility that they feel on their shoulders in terms of social responsibility (like natural persons),
and ultimately, the goal of civil society in this intervention and participation is to create a culture of peace and
reconciliation and end conflicts in this way. Participation and contribution of civil society in criminal policy is
not the same in all legal systems and varies depending on the type of legal system governing it and the policies
governing the legislative, judicial and executive levels. The ineffectiveness of the criminal justice system and its

governing policies can be a very important reason for the involvement of civil society in this regard, because
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government institutions alone will not be able to organize the affairs of society and regulate the relations gov-

erning it. Therefore, the intervention of civil and community institutions is necessary here, and policymakers of
countries should also take steps in this direction. In the laws of Iran, one can also find articles whose purpose
and intention is to involve non-governmental organizations and institutions that are a special civil society and
can contribute to spreading the culture of peace and reconciliation and assisting the judicial system, including
Article 82 of the Criminal Procedure Code, which states that in some crimes, the judicial authority can refer the
parties to the lawsuit to natural or legal persons for mediation in order to establish peace and reconciliation.
This article and similar articles are a manifestation of the participation of civil society in the judicial process.
The necessity of guilds’ participation in criminal policy (as a special civil society) is in the form of participatory
criminal policy and based on a model that the judiciary has considered to utilize the capacity of popular (social)
institutions and also to remove the handling of disputes between the parties from the path of criminal justice.
This can be effective at all legislative, judicial, and executive levels. This civil institution can also play a decisive
role in organizing economic activities between guilds and the people and prevent any disputes from arising in
this regard. As a result, guilds, as one of the social arms that assist the judiciary and relevant economic institu-
tions, have played a very important role in this regard in the realization of participatory criminal policy. Given
the effectiveness of this social institution, the judiciary and other institutions can grant guilds a more active
and colorful role in this process by granting them broader and more authority in the form of regulations and
circulars that they issue based on Article 158 of the Constitution. This will not be possible without making fun-
damental reforms in the way guilds are viewed, as well as the method of policymaking and legislation in Iran’s
judicial and legislative system.

Keywords: Civil institution, crime, participatory criminal policy, proactive responses, non-criminal public care
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