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Economic crimes have become one of the most serious threats to economic security, social justice, and public
trust in contemporary societies. The expansion of financial corruption, money laundering, tax evasion, embez-
zlement, fraud, and organized economic misconduct has significantly challenged the effectiveness of criminal
justice systems worldwide. In developing countries, particularly in economies facing structural vulnerabilities
and regulatory instability, economic crimes not only disrupt market order and economic development but also
weaken public confidence in legal and governmental institutions. In Iran, the growing complexity of economic
transactions, the expansion of financial networks, and the emergence of sophisticated forms of white-collar
and organized economic crimes have intensified the need for an effective and coherent criminal justice policy.
Despite the increasing criminalization of economic misconduct and the adoption of various punitive measures,
Iran’s criminal justice policy continues to face substantial conceptual, legislative, judicial, and enforcement chal-
lenges. One of the most significant problems is the absence of a comprehensive and precise legal definition of
economic crime, which has led to fragmented legislation, inconsistent judicial approaches, and uncertainty in
criminal enforcement. Furthermore, multiplicity of legislative authorities, inconsistency between economic pol-
icies and criminal laws, disproportionate punishments, and the predominance of reactive and security-oriented
approaches have reduced the effectiveness of criminal policy in combating economic crimes.

Another major challenge concerns the inefficiency of preventive mechanisms within Iran’s criminal justice sys-
tem. Current policies have largely emphasized punitive responses rather than preventive, regulatory, and trans-
parency-based approaches. As a result, many economic crimes remain undetected or are addressed only after
causing extensive damage to the national economy and public interests. Additionally, the lack of specialized
judicial institutions, insufficient expertise among judicial authorities in economic and financial matters, and pro-
cedural delays have further undermined the effectiveness of criminal justice responses to economic offenses.
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From a criminological perspective, economic crimes possess unique characteristics that distinguish them from
traditional crimes. These offenses are often committed by individuals or entities with economic and political
influence, involve complex financial mechanisms, and generate substantial illicit profits. Consequently, conven-
tional criminal justice tools may not be sufficient to effectively prevent and control such crimes. This reality
highlights the necessity of adopting a multidimensional criminal policy that integrates punitive measures with
preventive strategies, economic transparency, institutional accountability, and specialized judicial mechanisms.
Accordingly, the present study seeks to conduct a statistical and analytical examination of the major challenges
facing Iran’s criminal justice policy regarding economic crimes. By analyzing legislative deficiencies, judicial
inconsistencies, enforcement obstacles, and structural weaknesses, this research aims to evaluate the effective-
ness of current criminal policies and identify the factors that hinder efficient responses to economic crimes.
Ultimately, the study attempts to provide a clearer understanding of the weaknesses of Iran’s criminal justice
framework and contribute to the development of more coherent, preventive, and effective criminal policies in
the field of economic crime control.

It seeks to answer the question of what challenges Iran’s judicial criminal policy faces in dealing with economic
crimes, and which of these challenges are of greater significance and more prevalent.

Methodology

The present study is conducted using a qualitative methodology, employing questionnaires as the data collec-
tion instrument, with data analysis carried out through SPSS software and the Friedman ranking test.

The findings indicate that, from the respondents’ perspectives, the challenges confronting Iran’s judicial crimi-
nal policy in relation to economic crimes encompass several major themes, including “challenges related to
organization and structure,” “challenges related to the prosecutor’s office,” “challenges related to judicial offic-
ers,” among others. The most significant challenge identified by the respondents is the “politicization of criminal
justice in confronting economic crimes.” Moreover, each of these challenges comprises related sub-challenges,
all of which have been separately identified, analyzed, and examined in detail..

The findings of this study demonstrate that economic crimes constitute one of the most complex and destruc-
tive forms of criminality confronting Iran’s criminal justice system. Unlike conventional crimes, economic of-
fenses are deeply interconnected with financial structures, administrative systems, political influence, and in-
stitutional weaknesses. Their harmful consequences extend beyond direct financial losses and affect economic
stability, public trust, social justice, and the legitimacy of governmental institutions. The statistical and analyti-
cal examination conducted in this research reveals that Iran’s criminal justice policy regarding economic crimes
continues to face serious legislative, judicial, structural, and enforcement-related challenges that significantly
reduce its effectiveness.

The research further indicates that Iran’s criminal justice policy has been predominantly punitive and reactive
rather than preventive and strategic. Policymakers have frequently relied on severe punishments, public tri-
als, and security-oriented responses as the primary tools for combating economic crimes. Although punitive
measures may create temporary deterrent effects, the study shows that excessive reliance on punishment alone
has failed to address the structural causes of economic criminality. Economic corruption, fraud, money laun-
dering, and other financial crimes often emerge from systemic deficiencies such as lack of transparency, weak
regulatory oversight, administrative corruption, economic inequality, and institutional inefficiency. Therefore, a
criminal policy focused solely on punishment cannot achieve sustainable control over economic crimes without
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simultaneous preventive reforms.

Another significant finding concerns the institutional and procedural weaknesses within the criminal justice
system. The complexity of economic crimes requires specialized judicial mechanisms, trained investigators,
financial experts, and advanced technological tools. However, statistical evidence and legal analysis suggest
that many judicial and law enforcement institutions in Iran still lack sufficient expertise and technical capacity
in dealing with sophisticated financial crimes. Procedural delays, inadequate forensic accounting mechanisms,
limited inter-agency coordination, and insufficient digital monitoring systems have reduced the efficiency of
investigations and prosecutions. In many cases, these weaknesses allow offenders to exploit legal loopholes and
procedural complexities to avoid accountability.

The study also highlights the important role of corruption and abuse of power in weakening criminal justice re-
sponses to economic crimes. Since many economic offenses involve influential individuals, corporate networks,
or politically connected actors, enforcement processes may be affected by selective justice, unequal treatment,
or political considerations. Such conditions undermine public confidence in the impartiality and integrity of the
criminal justice system. Public trust is a fundamental element of effective criminal policy, and when citizens
perceive that anti-corruption measures are applied inconsistently, the legitimacy of legal institutions becomes
seriously damaged.

Furthermore, the research demonstrates that preventive criminal policy remains underdeveloped in Iran’s ap-
proach to economic crimes. Effective prevention requires transparency in financial transactions, strong regula-
tory institutions, digital monitoring systems, corporate accountability, and public access to economic informa-
tion. However, preventive mechanisms in Iran often suffer from inadequate implementation, weak institutional
independence, and insufficient coordination between regulatory and judicial authorities. As a result, many eco-
nomic crimes are discovered only after substantial economic harm has already occurred. This reactive pattern
increases both the social costs of crime and the burden placed on the judicial system.

From a criminological perspective, the study confirms that economic crimes possess characteristics that distin-
guish them from ordinary criminality. These offenses are typically nonviolent, organized, profit-oriented, and
highly adaptive to regulatory changes. Offenders often possess specialized knowledge, economic influence, and
access to institutional resources. Therefore, traditional law enforcement approaches designed for conventional
crimes are often ineffective in addressing economic criminality. The findings suggest that combating economic
crimes requires a multidisciplinary strategy integrating criminal law, economic regulation, financial oversight,
administrative reform, and technological innovation.

Ultimately, this research concludes that the effectiveness of Iran’s criminal justice policy regarding economic
crimes depends on a transition from a predominantly punitive model toward a comprehensive and preventive
criminal policy. Such a transformation requires legislative coherence, institutional specialization, transparency-
based governance, stronger anti-corruption mechanisms, and enhanced judicial independence. Criminal law
should operate not merely as a tool of repression but as part of an integrated governance strategy aimed at
protecting economic order, promoting accountability, and strengthening public trust.

In conclusion, combating economic crimes in Iran demands more than harsher punishments or symbolic pros-
ecutions. It requires structural reforms, coordinated institutions, preventive mechanisms, and evidence-based
policymaking capable of addressing the root causes of economic criminality. Without such reforms, the criminal
justice system will continue to face significant limitations in controlling economic crimes
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